
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Held in Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane on Tuesday 16th May 2023 at 7.00pm

Councillors:			*	Cllr R Brock (Chairman)

				*	Cllr P Barber
				*	Cllr M Bratherton
				*	Cllr J Cooper
				*	Cllr M Crook
				*	Cllr M Thompson (Vice Chairman)
				*	Cllr G Warburton

*	denotes attendance

Also in Attendance:			T Noble-Ditchfield (Clerk)
					Borough Councillor P Marshall
					
	
Whitley Parish Council
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   Chairman Initials …………. 

Presiding Chairman Cllr R Brock opened the meeting, commencing with agenda item 1, Election and Appointment of Chairman for 2023-2024.

24/001.	Election and Appointment of Chairman
Cllr R Brock was proposed by Cllr P Barber and seconded by Cllr M Thompson, this was unanimously agreed.

24/002.	Election and Appointment of Vice Chairman
Cllr M Thompson was proposed by Cllr M Crook and seconded by Cllr J Cooper, this was unanimously agreed.

24/003.	Chairman and Vice Chairman Acceptance of Office 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman Acceptance of Office forms were signed and countersigned by the Clerk.  

24/004.	Election and Appointment of Village Hall Representative
Cllr P Barber was proposed by Cllr M Bratherton and seconded by Cllr M Thompson.

24/005.	Election and Appointment of Burleymen
Cllr M Crook and Cllr G Warburton were proposed by Cllr M Thompson and seconded by Cllr M Bratherton.

24/006.	Apologies
		There were no apologies received.


1.
24/007.	Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or prejudicial interest that they may have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when the item is reached.

24/008.	Minutes of the Pervious Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th April 2023 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
		
24/009.	Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.

24/010.	Cheshire West and Chester Borough Councillors Reports
Borough Councillor P Marshall attended the meeting to update the committee members of various items.

Requests for any highway issues in the village to be emailed, via the Clerk, to Borough Councillor P Marshall.  A tour of Marbury ward will be conducted on the 22nd May 2023 accompanied by Highways.

24/011.	Planning (1)

Cllr J Cooper declared an interest in planning application 23/1237/FUL and took no part in the discussion.

		Reference Number:  23/1237/FUL
		Address:  Green Acre, Dark Lane, Whitley
		Proposal:  Replacement of domestic outbuilding with new building
		No objection.
				       	
Appeals (0)

		Notice of Decisions (1)
		Reference Number:  23/00864/PAA
		Turkey Oak Cottage, Bentleys Farm Lane, Whitley
		Prior Approval Required and Approved
		
Appeal Decisions (0)

24/012.	Finance
		JDH Business Services Ltd
Internal Audit
Cheque No:  							£ 282.00

WMT Outdoor Services
Village Maintenance
Bank Trans							£ 300.00

WMT Outdoor Services
Nature Reserve Maintenance
Bank Trans							£  25.00

2.
Harris Gas
Cylinder (Coronation)
Bank Transfer							£ 165.00

Resolved that payments listed were approved.

24/012.i	The internal audit had been completed and the report sent to the Clerk stating that a Statement of Variances needs to be implemented.  The signed Certificate of Exemption will be sent to the external auditors.

24/012.ii	The Parish Council insurance is due for renewal on the 04th June 2023.  As the committee had already opted for a four plan, which is to expire June 2024, there were no quotes obtained.

24/012.iii	The Clerk to contact Dutton Parish Council for half the payment of the Coronation banners, £25.00 to be requested.

24/012.iv	The Clerk has been given delegated powers to pay interim invoices from WMT Outdoor Services up to the value of £50.00.

24/013.	Correspondence
Resolved that the Clerk had circulated by email to the Parish Councillors documents received to date.

	The Clerk had received an email from Barnton Parish Council asking for support on communication regarding Winnington Bridge Corridor Scheme and The Chutes in Barnton. 
	Resolved to add Whitley Parish Councils name to the correspondence that will be emailed to various departments within Cheshire West and Cheshire Borough Council.

	Communication from Cheshire West and Chester Council, Local Land Charges, confirms that Town Pit Pond is registered as Common Land.
	
24/014.	Coronation Update
Cllr J Cooper has received positive feedback and the celebration was a great success with approximately 200 residents from Whitley and Dutton.  Thanks to all the volunteers and everyone who was involved organising the event.
		 
24/015.	Whitley Nature Reserve Update
Cllr J Cooper is in communication with Chris Moseley, Health Ranger from Total Environment at CWAC regarding hedge laying at the Nature Reserve.
Noted that the best date will be early November, maybe the 9th to commence.  Cllr J Cooper will converse with Chris Moseley and report back to the Parish Council.

One of the outlets has been blocked by faggots, now released and ideas to prevent it happening again will be sought.



3.

24/016.	Village Communication
A WhatsApp village group has been set up for communication by the Village Hall Committee, more numbers are to be added when residents learn about the group.  Residents will not be able to post or comment, only the admin of the group. 

24/017.	Calendar Dates 2023-2024
Parish Council meeting dates for the forthcoming year had been noted and will remain the third Tuesday of the month, excluding August and December.  All Councillors agreed that the meetings start times should be brought forward to 7.00pm. 
Resolved that the new start time will commence in June.

24/018.	To Note Matters Arising
Cllr R Brock has expressed his concerns that the rubble on Greenhill Lane has not been collect as of date.

24/019.	Time and Date of Next Meeting
The Parish Council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 20th June 2023 at 7.00pm in Whitley Village Hall.  


The meeting closed at 8.14pm.

The Annual Parish Assembly commenced at 8.30pm with light refreshments and the Chairman’s speech.
					
		Signed as a true record:


		…………………………………………………	Cllr R Brock
									Chairman
		Dated: 20th June 2023
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