MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in Whitley Village Hall, Village Lane on Tuesday 17th January 2023 at 7.30pm

Councillors:			*	Cllr R Brock (Chairman)

				*	Cllr P Barber
				*	Cllr M Bratherton
				*	Cllr J Cooper
				*	Cllr M Crook
				*	Cllr M Thompson (Vice Chairman)
					Cllr G Warburton

*	denotes attendance

Also in Attendance:			T Noble-Ditchfield (Clerk)
					Borough Councillor P Marshall
					One Member of the Public
Whitley Parish Council




Chairman Initials ………….Cllr R Brock


23/079.	Apologies for Absence
Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr G Warburton.

23/080.	Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest or prejudicial interest that they may have in any item of business on the agenda no later than when the item is reached.

23/081.	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15th November 2022 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

23/082.	Public Forum
Members of the public were invited by the Chairman to address the Councillors with any concerns or issues that they may have.

23/083.	Cheshire West and Chester Borough Councillors Reports
Borough Councillor P Marshall attended the meeting to update the committee members of various items.

23/084.	Planning (2)
		Reference Number:  22/02698/FUL  22/02699/LBC
		Address:  The Chetwode Arms Hotel, Street Lane, Whitley, Northwich.
Proposal:  Installation of new timber pergola and stretch tent to the rear of the property, erection of new fence to replace existing fence to rear beer garden, new fence to the private garden, new main entrance to rear garden with gates, new beer garden access path, new kerb planter to be installed around perimeter of beer garden with associated landscaping and external repair works.
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The Parish Council fully support the latest plans and feel we have listened and acted on the concerns of our residents in making the decision.
The Parish Council feel these latest amendment’s show how serious Punch is to reopen our much-cherished public house, The Chetwode Arms. The recent plans explain in detail, just how many parking places are available within the curtilage of the business. The plans reflect the comments made at the public meeting that took place at the Village Hall recently. Punch staff addressed all questions and engaged in one-to-one discussions with a few immediate neighbours to explain the vision of how Punch will deliver an excellent pub/restaurant, with modern facilities, in the historically important Chetwode Arms. Those attending this meeting were asked if they were in favour of the application or against. At the end of the three-hour meeting over 95% (78 people) were in favour of the improvements to the Chetwode Arms and 5% (4 people) against. As a Parish Council we would always encourage residents to get involved in any planning application and indeed, put their concerns to the LPA this is essential to have openness and transparency.
(We would also reference the 1988 planning application 4/17538 where a
detailed plan and the rational for the car park application can be found.)
No objections.

Appeals (0)

Notice of Decisions (0)

Appeal Decisions (0)

23/085.	Finance
		December
		O2
Mobile
Bank Transfer							£ 10.00   

Microsoft
Renewal
Bank Transfer							£ 59.99

January
Village Hall
Hall Hire
Chq No: 001308						£ 58.00

WGM Landscapes
Village Maintenance
Bank Transfer							£390.00
								£390.00
								£390.00
								£585.00
								£390.00
								£585.00

Resolved that payments listed were approved.
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23/085.i	Notification has been received for the external auditor appointment for 2022-2023 financial year for a five-year period until 2026-2027, PKF Littlejohn LLP.

23/086.	Correspondence
Resolved that the Clerk had circulated by email to the Parish Councillors documents received to date.
	
23/087.	Impact of the Closure of Soot Hill (to support neighbouring PC’s)
Comberbach Parish Council has reached out to surrounding Parish Councils for support on the closure of Soot Hill.  A letter has been drafted and circulated to Parish Councils for the attention of Cheshire West and Chester detailing growing concerns of the closure and the plans for Soot Hill.
Resolved to approve the letter and add Whitley Parish Council to the list of supporting Parishes.
		 
23/088.	Review of Standing Orders
Cllr J Cooper has suggested that to help Councillors to settle in their role that training would be beneficial.
Resolved that the Standing Orders will be revised adding in the necessity for ‘Induction Training’ with Chalc and a Development and Training policy be drafted by the Clerk to be adopted when finalised and approved.

23/089.	Queen’s Orchard/Coronation 
Cllr J Cooper has been in contact with the Green Infrastructure Officer at CWAC regarding the possibilities of being funded a small orchard of trees for the Nature Reserve.  When quotes are received Cllr J Cooper will report back to the committee.

The village hall has been provisionally booked for an afternoon tea party in May for King Charles III Coronation.
Noted that the Clerk contact Dutton Parish Council to enquire if they would be interested in a joint venture.

23/090.	Greenhill Common Lane – Road Concerns
A resident of Greenhill Common has placed ‘Private’ signs and blocked the road resulting in vehicles being unable to access.  The road is a public right of way and adopted by the Borough Council. 
Resolved that the Clerk email Borough Councillor P Marshall with all details.
		
23/091.	Lake Lane – Overgrown Hedges
A cyclist has expressed safety concerns regarding part of an overgrown hedge on Lake Lane at Cherry Orchard.
Resolved that the Clerk contact the residents to see if it would be possible to trim the overhanging.

23/092.	To Note Matters Arising
Cllr M Thompson to draft an email to Whitley School to keep them informed of the funding process for the speed awareness signs.
	
Cllr M Bratherton and the Clerk have registered for a training session on
21		planning.


23/093.	Time and Date of Next Meeting
The Parish Council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 21st February 2023 at 7.30pm in Whitley Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.48pm.	
					
		
		Signed as a true record:


		…………………………………………………	Cllr R Brock
									Chairman
		Dated: 21st February 2023
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